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DNZSBD SSACTS PATENT JIND TBADBMABK OFFICE 



In re application of 
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QQ 



Roy HANSSON 



Serial No, 10/022,373 



Filed December 20, 2001 



Confirmation No. 3524 



GROUP 37 61 



Examiner M. M. Kidwell 



I 

I- 

CD 



ABSORBENT ARTICLE WITH 

BELT PORTIONS HAVING INDICIA 



PgCUWiiTIOW UWPgR 37 CFR 1.131 

Conunlssioner for Patents 
P. O- Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Lisbeth EGEBOO, declare that: 

1,1 am a patent attorney employed at the offices of 
Valea AB (formerly GGteborgs PatentbyrA Dahls AB) 



2- Prior to September 13, 2000, our firm received 
instructions from SCA Hygiene Products AB to assess 
the patentability of, and - in the case of a positive 
assessment - to draft a new patent application for the 
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subject-matter of the above identified invention. 
This is evidenced by Exhibit A. 

3. Due to general workload and discussions around the 
project, the priority-founding applications (SE- 
0004759-7 and OS 60/256,482) were filed on December 21 
2000. 

4, Each of the dates deleted from the accompanying 
Exhibit A is prior to September 13, 2000 

The undersigned declares further that all statements made 
herein of her own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to 
be true; and further that these statements were made with 
the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
§1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issuing thereon - 





Lisbeth EGEROD 



Date 
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Geteborgs Patratbyri Dahls AB 
Att, Suzanne Westberg 
Sioportea4 ^ 
SE 417 64 gOTEBORQ 




SCA 



Uppdrag att p..e,.terl,.rl..ttbed6m. od. «d posKiv bedOnmtog uUrb«« 

ny pateiitans5kan 

li^S^samt uppgifter oro uppfiumren. 

pa aamma dag som den svend^ a^«^g^X''s^^f Stol^ sSSis vi att Ni 

Tgnrtfattade TOpppfter om dfmna aps5kaii: 
SSkande; 

SCA Hy&enfi Products AB 

Uppfinnarei 

Roy Hansson 
Alegaxdfigatao 112 
431 SOMolndal 

TT^ndiaggare ^^^^"^ p^t^ntovdelniDg: 
Roy Hansson 

Handrnggai-^ Hj^s GStebc R^ T>^tentfavr& Dahls! 

Suzanne Westbesi^ 
ftnA^ts refereixsnttmmer;_ 

P^10337 



S€at: GotebOfos kommun. Ragistratifln ngmBer: SES560072356. 
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SCAHYGmNH 
PRODUCTS AB 
de-40S 03 G6TEBORG 
Sweden 

ViBltors' address: 
BAcketBrtagatan S, Mfllnda' 
•fel +46 31-^46 00 00 
Fax <«46 31-748 19 00 
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SCA MYQIBNE PRODUCTS AB 



" OgondSttef * 
Tri pivniagsdag : 

1/12-2000 

Fill linttliHTllHfiffr*"fi ''^ ^^g"*^^ 
TTS-eranslsningskallbcgaraa. 

Svenskgransknmgswportochfoteiagganaeaauc-Pt. . 
nug. 

yn.tn^der i5r anf^Mrflu debiteras p&: 
Konto:86U02 Kod' 
Bttagoretc: 



Medvtolighaisning 

SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS AB 
Patentavdelnijigen 




on 
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TRMIStATXON OF EXHIBIT A - ORDER LETTER FROM SCA HYGEINE 
PRODUCTS AB TO COTEBORGS FATENTBYRA DAHLS 



tLmuMmmnt,, -bo draTt. a saw patent: appli.caU.on 

We request you to examine the enclosed invention idea, and 
to draft a proposal for a new Swedish patent application if 
a positive novelty assessment results. We enclose a 
description of the invention and details of the inventor. 

On the same day as the Swedish application is filed, we 
request that you also file a US Provisional Patent 
Application in accordance with our standing instructions. 
We theSrefore wish that you translate the Swedish 
application into English in parallel with drafting it. 

Brief details of this application 

JtepXlcont;; 

SCA Hygiene Products AB 

Roy Hansson 
Alegardsgatan 112 
431 50 Molndal 

Cage r^aponaxblft xn SCK' m patan^ dittpartnant ; 

Roy Hansson 

Suzanne Westberg 

SCA^g rggaranc^ nianibog: 

P-10337 

Kaywoxd; 

''Measurement by eye^^ 

Fxlxny date; 

1/12-2000 

Coat; txmmBmoT^i 
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If the costs for the completed patent application are 
expected to amount to more than kr. excluding VAT, 

contact should be made with me in good time to discuss 
continuing work in this case. 

ymsara h«ndHnq at tha case; 

ITS-search shall be requested 

The Swedish examination report and communications shall be 
reported with comments and a con^lete suggestion for a 
response . 

If instructions have not been received latest one week 
before a deadline, despite the case being reported in good 
time, the communication shall be answered in the most 
suitable way without instructions from me. 

Costo for tha applxcmfcAon cluai ba dabltad tpL 

Account: 861102 Code; 11 

Jt-btadteaanta atc = 

Invention report 

Yours sincerely 

SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS AB 
Patent Department 



Roy Hans son 
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I, Edward FARRINGTON, am competent in the Swedish and 
English languages. I have translated the enclosed Exhibit 
A from Swedish to English. I hereby declare that * to the 
best of my knowledge and understanding - it is a correct 
and true translation of this Exhibit. 
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UNXTBD STATSS PATENT AlfD TRADSUARK OFFXCK 



In re application of 



Hoy HANS SON 



Confirmation N*o. 3 524 



Serial No» 10/022,373 



GROUP 3761 



Filed December 20^ 2001 



Examiner M. M. Kidwell 



ABSORBEKT ARTICLE WITH 



BELT PORTIONS HAVING INDICIA 



DECLARATION TOTOgR 37 CFR 1,131 



Commiasioner for Patents 
P. o. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Roy HANSSON, declare that: 

1,1 am the inventor of claims 5-8 of the above- 
idencified patent application and inventor of the 
sxibject matter described and claimed therein. 

2, Prior to September 13, 2000, I had completed my 
invention as described and claimed in the subject 
application in Swedenj a WTO country, as evidenced by 
the following; 
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a. Prior to September 13/ 2000/ X 

i . congidered the problems involved In 
obtaining correct positioning of belt-type 
absorbent articles on «. wearer/ 
ii. realised tiiat users and caregivers most 
commonly see such articles only from the 
front of the user; 
iii. provided a solution In which correct 
positioning of such articles on the back of 
the user can be guaranteed when the article 
can only be seen from the front; 
iv. described this solution with text and 
figures 



b. Prior to September 13, 2000, I 

i. registered the subject-matter of the above- 
identified patent application in the TDEUM 
database as internal Idea Number 1144 
ii. received assessment of the invention from 
IDEUM 

iii* transferred the invention to Goteborgs 
Patentbyra Dahl3 for assessment of 
patentability and - in the case of a 
positive assessment - drafting of patent 
application. 



as evidenced by 

A- Extract from IDEXJM database internal 

Idea Number 1144 
B. Receipt from IDEUM 
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C. Order letter from SCA Hygiene AB to 
G£iteborgs Patentbyra Dahls ' 



c . Each of the dates deleted from the accompanying 
Exhibits A-C is prior to September 13, 2000, 



The undersigned declares further that all statements made 
herein of his own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to 
be true; and further that these statements were made with 
the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
§1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issuing thereon. 




Date 
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Idea form 

SCA Hygietie Products AB 



__deum 



Inventors name 



Department/Consultant Date 



Name 



Problem / opportunity 



Sketch 





J sJ ' ' Please coatinue on the back 
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LAf^fiu^^ F/£(^^ee FLce-e r^K^ fs^4 h/^isr^^l, 



According to the inventor the inven don belongs to category: 

I*' 



□ a 



□ b 




Category A: 

The iavpntion has been 
developed in connection 
with the employment and 
therefore belongs to 
the employer 



Category B: 
The invention fatts within 
the field of acciviries of 
the employer, but has noc 
been developed in 
connection with the 
empl oytnent 



Category C: 

The invention does not 
fell within the field of 
activities of die employer 
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TRANSLATION OF EXHIBIT A - EXTRACT FROM IDEUM DATABASE 
INTERNAL IDEA NUMBER 1144 



Idea Form 

SCA Hygiene products AB 

Inventor's Name: ROY HANSSON 
Department/Consultant : PAT 
Date: 991109 

Name of the idea: MEASUREMENT BY EYE 
Problem/opportunity: CORRECTLY PLACED BELT PRODUCT 



Sketch : 

DIFFERENT COLOURS FOR USERS 
WITH DIFFERENT Pi^AlST 
MEASUREMENTS 



BELT FIXED AROUND THE USER 
DIAPER 

LEVEL THE GREEN LINE AGAINST 
THE NAVEL FOR USER OF THE 
PRESENT SIZE 



Description: WHEN THE BELT IS FIXED AROUND THE WAIST OF A 
USER OF A BELT-PRODUCT/ IT IS DIFFICULT TO KNOW WHETHER THE 
ABSORBENT DIAPER PORTION IS SITTING SYMMETRICALLY PLACED ON 
THE BACK OF THE USER SO THAT FINAL POSITIONING OF THE 
DIAPER PORTION IS OPTIMAL ON THE USER'S BACK, 

(TURN) 

SUGGESTION: INTRODUCE SYMMETRIC COLOR MARKINGS ON THE LEFT 
AND RIGHT BELT HALVES SO THAT, FROM THE FRONT, ONE CAN READ 
OFF THAT THE DIAPER PORTION IS CORRECTLY PLACED AT THE REAR 
(E.G. SYMMETRY ABOUT THE NAVEL). OF COURSE, THE MARKINGS 
DO NOT NEED TO COMPRISE THE TEDIOUS LINES WHICH ARE SHOWN 
IN THE FIGURES, BUT MAY ALSO COMPRISE E-G. SYMETRICALLY 
PLACED SUITABLE FIGURES OR TEXT (SMALL HORSES, ELEPHANTS OR 
FACES OF OLD KINGS MIGHT BE GOOD) . 

THIS IDEA WAS HIT UPON IN PROJECT ''^STAR FISH'' AND IS 
EVALUATED WITHIN THIS PROJECT, 
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I, Edward FARRINGTON, am competent in the Swedish and 
English languages, I have translated the enclosed Exhibit 
A from Swedish to English* I hereby declare that - to the 
best of my knowledge and understanding - it is a correct 
and true translation of this Exhibit. 




Date 
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[deum 



Dear RoyHansson 

Thank you fox your contribution! 

Ideum has evaluated your idea and it has been given the grade 2 on the 
reward scale. This rewards in a gift from Ideum. 



Ideum lias been formed to tales care of ideas concepning our products seea from a 
tcclmical and material view. Our reward system is baaed on the following: 
Strength -Ptraxitioii How well is the problem solved 

-Idea How innovative 

-Communication • Commraicable to customer 

Weataiess -Appaient difficulties E.g. process, patent, conmiunioation 

to solve disadvantages 
Bonus -Correction of points 

Rewards 

1-2 points=gift / 3 points^O SHE / 4 points«800 SEK / 5- points=l600 SEK 




Por Ideum 

If you h&ve any questioiu: please concaCT ufi at Ideum. 
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SCA 



XJppdr.g att p»tenterb«hetsl.ed»m. och vid posWv bed»m»l.g utarbet. 

ny patentansofcan 

av «w&ng<n snnt uppgifter om oppflimaren. 

TCi^rtfattade npp pifter oro derma ansotoa: 
S5kaiide: 

SCA Hygieae Prodticis AB 

U ppfiimare; 

Roy Hansson 
Alegardsgatan 112 
431 50 MtilndaJ 

Bf^ndlflpgare p^ ^^^^^ patentavdelnme: 
Roy Hansson 

Hsiiidlagga r^ ho^ Gotebor fT ^^t^^thmrk Dahls: 
Suzatme We&tberg 
gT'A^ft rgfarensnammer: 

P-10337 



* 



Seal. eotebors3 Hommun. RegifiwatJon number; SE5560072356. 
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aCA 

PROPUCTS AB 

SE-405 03 QOTEBOBG 
Sweden 

Visitors' addre&s: 
Sackfitensgatan 5, M*Hnda» 
Tel +46 31 -746 00 00 
Fax 446 31-746 Id 00 
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'■■ If 



gtagordt 

"Ogonnftittet** 

Tnfj ivningsdae ; 

1/12-2000 

icofitnadsram: 



rrS-granskningskallbegaras. 
fi,n«taiidiet fBrtteB tiU svaroma 



foUstandigtiSntoB 



img. 

Kostnader fc r t^^^^i^^^* debiteras pfc 

Konto: 861102 Kod: U 

Bfla gor etc: 
Uppfiimingsajmiaan 

Med vanlig haisning 

SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS AB 
Pat^jtaydelnmgen 




■ it k 



son 
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TRANSLATION OF EXHIBIT C - ORDER LETTER FROM SCA HYGEINE 
PRODUCTS AB TO GOTEBORGS PATENTBYRA DAHLS 



Ortter to mmmmnn tbo patentabU.i.t7 sad, u^n pooitxva 
aaaosmMil;, to d^aft a now pa1:aat applxeatlcm 

We request you to examine the enclosed invention idea, and 
to draft a proposal for a new Swedish patent application if 
a positive novelty assessment results. We enclose a 
description of the invention and details of the inventor. 

On the same day as the Swedish application is filed, we 
request that you also file a US Provisional Patent 
Application in accordance with our standing instructions . 
We therefore wish that you translate the Swedish 
application into English in parallel with drafting it. 

Brief details of this application 

SCA Hygiene Products AB 

Invwtoy : 

Roy Hansson 
Alegardsgatan 112 
431 50 MSlndal 

Caaa raaponalfclo xn SCK' m palieat dgparlaiftnti; 

Roy Hansson 

Cagg raaponajJaXa at Gataborya P»te»tbyy» DaUla; 

Suzanne Westberg 

aCA^a raf Qganca nuaaibag; 

P-10337 

tCayword; 

^^Measurement by eye'' 

Fa-Xlny ciata; 

1/12-2000 

Coat gymawogk; 

If the costs for the completed patent application are 
expected to amount to more than 50 000 kr. excluding VAT, 
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contact should be made with me in good time to discuss 
continuing work in this case. 

Fntettga hmdHtig o€ the cago; 

ITS-search shall be requested 

The Swedish examination report and communications shall be 
reported with comments and a complete suggestion for a 
response . 

If instructions have not been received latest one week 
before a deadline^ despite the case being reported in good 
time, the communication shall be answered in the mosx; 
suitable way without instructions from me. 

Cogta tox tha appli-otAon »mai be dabitad fco: 

Account: 861102 Code: 11 

Invention report 

Yours sincerely 

SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS AB 
Patent Department 



Roy Hansson 
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I, Edward FARRINGTON, am competent in the Swedish and 
English languages- l have translated the enclosed Exhibit 
C from Swedish to English. I hereby declare that - to the 
best of my knowledge and understanding - it is a correct 
and true translation of this Exhibit. 




Edward FARKXnGTON 



Date 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the apphcant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SWES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE J)OCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



